
Red Pine Management Workshop 
Haldimand and Area Woodlot Owners Association 

 

 

 

 

When:  Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at 1:00 PM 

 

Where:  360 Highway 24 W. 

   Norfolk County Woodlot SW4 (MAP ON BACK) 

 

RSVP to: Adam Biddle- 519-426-5999 ext. 2224 or adam.biddle@norfolkcounty.ca  

  

Light refreshments will be made available at the St. Williams Interpretive Centre after the woodlot tours. 

Dress appropriately for the weater! 

 

(Details on back) 
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Heterobasidion irregulare (better known as Fomes Root Rot disease) is an invasive pathogen that leads to growth 

loss and mortality in host trees. Many conifer species are susceptible, particularly Red Pine. Once established in a 

plantation it can spread quite rapidly if left unchecked. 

Fomes Root Rot typically results in pockets of tree mortality within a plantation, as the pathogen spreads to host 

trees not only through wounds where spores may enter the tree, but also through root grafts with neighbouring 

trees.  This becomes a greater issue when harvesting susceptible stands as cut stumps are a major vector for the 

disease to enter the root system of trees.   

It was once common practice to treat Red Pine stumps with Borax immediately after being cut in order to 

dehydrate the stump and make it unconducive for Fomes to become established.  This practice was abandoned in 

the late 90’s due to environmental concerns.  Without a control mechanism to restrict the spread of 

Heterobasidion, forest managers were forced to modify their harvests in order to salvage harvestable material, by 

aggressively cutting all host trees within an affected area.  This resulted in premature removal of many stems, 

resulting in higher percentages of pulp and smaller sawlogs, as opposed to allowing many of these stems mature 

to higher value sawlogs and pole material. 

Rot StopC is a newly registered product in Canada, and is a biological control for Heterobasidion.  This product now 

provides forest managers with a new hope in managing their plantations for optimum economic return. 

Join the Norfolk Woodlot Owners Association in a tour of a Red Pine plantation currently being managed with this 

new product.  Learn how to best manage your Red Pine plantation and deal with invasive pests that may cause you 

substantial loss.  You will see a harvested stand, a stand that is currently marked for harvest, as well as a stand that 

has been very well managed over the years and is producing an excellent crop of hardwood regeneration. 

 

 

Leading the tour will be Adam Biddle, Resource Management Technician with Norfolk County, Dolf Wynia of the 

Norfolk Woodlot Owners Association, and guest speaker John McLaughlin of Bio-Forest, a forest pathologist with 

an extensive background working with Heterobasidion in both the public and private sector.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


